
 

October 10, 2017 
 

Dear members and friends of Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church,              

  

Have you ever heard it said that “giving is living?” At Ken Mawr Church we believe God has called us to focus 

our living in three areas: Declaring God’s Grace and Demonstrating God’s Love, as Directed by God’s Word. 

Since every good and perfect gift comes from our Father above (James 1:17), we also strive to be a generous 

people. It is sometimes tempting to define Christian giving from the receiving end and get wrapped up in 

justifying our programs and positions, keeping our operating budget balanced, and encouraging sacrificial 

giving for the sake of the activities and programs of Ken Mawr Church which are all very worthwhile. 

  

However, this would be putting the cart before the horse. It may be well-intentioned to talk about those things, 

but Christian giving is first and foremost an act of personal faith and an act of worship. Biblical giving is a 

faithful response to the person and work of God in Jesus Christ that we have experienced in Spirit and in Truth. 

  

In the Scriptures, Christ’s followers are called to serve a higher authority through the wise use of that which 

belongs to God, our king and master. If “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (Psalm 24:1), then all 

that we are and all that we have belong to God. When we give our offerings to God it is not a tax, a tithe, a 

token, or a charitable gift, but in truth it is our acknowledgment of Christ as Lord. We do this giving in our 

times of worship. Giving to God in worship is part of what it means to profess Christ as Lord. In the fullest 

sense, giving is not only living, it is worshiping. 

  

I mentioned tithing a moment ago. Tithing (giving 10% of one’s income) was part of the Law. Paul says that 

“Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law” (Galatians 3:23). Tithing, then, is not 

our expected maximum giving; it is more like riding with training wheels until we learn what it means to submit 

everything we have to God as an act of worship. It is merely a minimum guideline for giving. 

  

Let me expand on the phrase “giving is living.” I’m not trying to create a cult where all the members of 

KMUPC sign over their worldly possessions to the Session of the church! Yet, I recognize that as long as 

Christian giving is understood as simply “making a donation,” it will remain tied to a church budget or a set of 

church programs (no matter how good those programs may be) and it places limits on our worship.  

  

Yet, the God we worship and serve has no limits. We experience joy and blessing when we participate in an 

hour of inspirational morning worship. We also receive joy and blessing when we participate in generous 

Christian giving. Each act of giving is truly an act of worship. And when we give, we are more God-like. “For 

God so loved the world that he GAVE…” (John 3:16). Yes, giving is living, as well as worshiping, and my 

humble prayer is that our regular, faithful giving will give glory to the Lord our God. Praise his holy name! 

          -Pastor Karl McDonald 

Please Note: 

Your 2018 

Giving Estimate 

Card can be 

returned by mail 

or any Sunday 

morning in 

worship. 


