
“An Umbrella for Sin”        Romans 6: 12-23  

It’s fairly common to sit in church and feel a wave of emotion sweep over us. I’ve sat all 

alone in this sanctuary and felt the nearness of Christ. But when Christian faith stops there 

it has gone only half-way. Our emotion must be translated into living. Christianity cannot 

be only an experience of our inner being; it must be a life lived in the outside world. When 

we go out into the world, which some of us are doing for the first time in months, we are 

confronted with an intimidating situation.  

As Paul thinks of it, both God and sin are looking for weapons to use. God cannot work 

without human beings. If he wants a word spoken, he has to get someone to speak it. If he 

wants a deed done, he has to get someone to do it. If he wants a person encouraged, he has 

to get someone to say encouraging things. It is the same with sin; everyone has to be given 

the first nudge in that direction. Sin is looking for people who will by their words or 

example persuade others to sin. It is as if Paul was saying: “In this world, there is an 

eternal battle between sin and God. Choose your side.” In this life we are faced with the 

awesome alternative of making ourselves weapons in the hand of God or weapons in the 

hand of sin.  

We might want to say: That choice is too much. We are bound to fail. Can’t we just remain 

neutral? Paul’s answer is: No. But don’t be discouraged and don’t despair; sin will not 

have ultimate power over you. Why is that? Because we are no longer under law but under 

grace. Why does that make any difference? Because we no longer try to satisfy the 

demands of the law, but we try to live worthy of the gifts of love. We are no longer 

regarding God only as a stern judge; we are regarding him as the lover of human souls.  

There is no inspiration in all the world like love. Most of the time we leave the presence of 

someone we love with a desire to be a better person. The Christian life is not a burden to 

be borne; it is a privilege to be lived. As the theologian James Denney once put it, “It is 

not restraint but inspiration which liberates from sin.” We have been saved from sin, not 

because of the regulations of the law, but because we could not bear to hurt or grieve or 

disappoint someone that we love and someone who loves us. What inspires Christians is 

not the fear of what God will do to them, but the reality of what God has done for them. 

(Barclay, William. The Letter to the Romans The New Daily Study Bible, pp. 102-103. 

Westminster John Knox Press).  

In all honesty, Paul probably raises more questions than he answers in Romans 6! But all 

is not lost. In the light of all that he said, the Apostle applies the truth by outlining a path 

of action that believers must take. The operative words from this passage are: “reign,” 

“under,” and “offer.”  



Let’s consider the word REIGN. When I was giving this sermon a name, I read the line in 

verse 14: “For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace.” Instead of thinking about how sin “reigns,” that is “rules” our lives, I 

thought about R-A-I-N. Rain in the Bible can be both life giving and life ending. For 

instance, in the story of Noah we read: “Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth 

for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living 

creature I have made” (Genesis 7:4). But in Leviticus 26:4 we read, “I will send you rain 

in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees their fruit.”  

In Matthew 5 :44 & 45 Jesus says, “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun 

to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” I 

was thinking that because sin is common to all human beings, and the rain falls on all of 

us, God provides an umbrella for each one of us in the rainy seasons of life. You see, 

through Jesus Christ we’re UNDER the umbrella of his grace. Thus, today’s sermon title.  

Or to look at it another way, when Neil Armstrong stepped out of the Eagle lander onto the 

moon's surface on July 20, 1969, and said, "That's one small step for man, one giant leap 

for mankind," he entered an environment in which it was impossible for him to survive 

apart from his space suit and its support systems. Because of the capacity of his unnatural 

environment—the space suit—and his identification with it, he was able to leave the 

inhospitable surroundings of the moon's atmosphere and let his space suit “reign,” if you 

will, so that he could walk on the moon. So the follower of Jesus must understand that they 

are no longer totally at the mercy of the inhospitable environment of sin but are alive to all 

the grace and power and life of God.  

If we fully appreciate this, we must make the decision to “not let sin reign in [our] mortal 

body” (v. 12). There's nothing mysterious about this instruction from Paul. It means saying 

NO in no uncertain terms! Whenever a person “obeys” the passions of their body and 

succumbs to temptation, they sin, but they're in no way forced to succumb and do not have 

to sin. The Puritans used to say, “God does not take away our ability to sin. He gives us the 

power not to sin.” Imagine if your television remote had only one button, an “on” switch 

that couldn’t be turned off, and you were tied to your chair in front of the screen, you 

would have no option but to watch the one channel the TV is set to. But we all have the 

freedom to watch or not watch TV and to select from hundreds of channels that are 

available. Through grace we have been given a remote with the freedom to watch or not 

watch TV and the instructions for how to use it.  



Let’s take a look at the word OFFER. Paul speaks more specifically when he gives 

instructions concerning our individual parts. For instance, we sin when we “yield” or 

“offer” our tongue to speak a hurtful word, our hand when we take something that does not 

belong to us, our bodies when we carry out violent acts, our minds when we harbor 

prejudiced and hateful thoughts. When we take sin seriously, we begin to see how sin 

cannot operate in our bodies without us giving sin a particular part of us in which to 

operate. If we are adequately aware of this, we can begin to say “no” to temptation, not 

only in a general sense but in a very specific sense of refusing to offer “any part of 

yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness” (v. 13). It’s important to recognize that 

Paul describes both a positive and a negative side of this action. When we refuse to “offer” 

ourselves as an instrument of unrighteousness, we may feel that we are left in a vacuum, so 

we need to remember to “offer” ourselves to an alternative action that will further God's 

Kingdom work. When my tongue is required by its old sinful propensity to engage in a 

debased or derogatory conversation, half the battle is won when I refuse to participate. But 

the other half is won when I take the opportunity to speak helpful and encouraging words 

instead.  

The Apostle puts it this way in verse 17: “…though you used to be slaves to sin, you have 

come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your 

allegiance.” Because we are living in the benevolent, life-sustaining, atmosphere of the 

grace of God, we are given justification from sin, which also means we can walk in the 

rain without getting wet, without sinning, because we are under God’s grace.  

People from the Jewish community believed that Paul’s teaching that we are not able to 

fulfill the law for justification would encourage people to disregard the law, to claim to be 

justified by faith, and then because they accepted no law would turn to a life of 

lawlessness and sinfulness. To this Paul gives another strong response and proceeds to 

show that, far from being lawless, justified believers who were formerly nothing more than 

“slaves to sin” become “slaves to righteousness.” He makes the obvious, but no less 

powerful point, that “when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are 

slaves of the one you obey” (v. 16). Those who revered the law but failed to keep it, which 

included everyone, in their breaking of the law exhibited their “slavery” to sin. But those 

who through the grace of God had become united with Christ had been made “free from 

sin” and had traded their slavery to sin for a slavery to Christ and his righteousness.  

Paul actually apologizes for using this analogy, says William Barclay. Paul says: “I am 

using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations” (v. 17). Paul 

apologized because he did not like to compare the Christian life to any kind of slavery. But 

the one thing this analogy clearly shows is that Christians can have no master but God. 



They cannot give only part of their lives to God. With God, it is all or nothing. As long as 

people keep some part of their lives without God, they are not really followers of Christ. 

Christians give complete control of their lives to Christ, holding nothing back. So Barclay 

concludes, “'No one who has done that can ever think of using grace as an excuse for sin.” 

(Barclay, William. The Letter to the Romans The New Daily Study Bible, p. 105. 

Westminster John Knox Press).  

To a sensitive believer, the desire for God is a more powerful motivational factor than the 

enticement of sin. To underline this contrast, the Apostle summarizes his point in this way: 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(v. 23). The circumstances or motivation for sin is not what Paul is driving at. He is stating 

the outcome of sin. The result is death. Some people may sin glibly or freely; whereas 

others approach sin seriously and often sin unknowingly. But ALL sin produces death. On 

the other hand, there is the grace of God which brings people in Christ to forgiveness and 

to adopt the attitude that a lifestyle of sin is no longer acceptable. This leads a person to a 

life where, “you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit 

you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life” (v. 22). Do you see the stark 

contrast? There should be no difficulty in recognizing which way to go. But there is a 

tendency for people to feel they have an unshakable obligation to sin and an optional 

obligation to live as “slaves of God.” Exactly the opposite is true! A follower of Jesus 

should not treat a life lived for God as something that is good if you can get around to it.  

To a certain type of mind, Paul’s teaching about God’s grace always leads to the 

temptation to say: If forgiveness is as easy and as inevitable as all that, if God’s one desire 

is to forgive, and if his grace is wide enough to cover every failure and mistake, why 

worry about sin? Why not do as we like? It will be all the same in the end.  

Paul counters that by saying: “But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to 

sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed 

your allegiance” (v. 17). Sin has no claim over us. No storm clouds can darken the road 

ahead.  

We’re under the umbrella of God’s grace! Glory to God! Amen.  


