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I’m going to go out on a limb this morning and guess that all of us, at one time or another, has known 

someone who has left the faith; and they have left for any number of reasons.  Our Christian faith, 

after all, is our choice to make and this scripture that we just read in Hebrews this morning is all about 

making a life-changing choice.  Anytime we are given an opportunity to choose something of that 

magnitude, there will always be at least two options presented.  And that is exactly what we are 

reading in this passage from Hebrews this morning.  You know, scripture reading is not always simple, 

is it?  We read the written words but we don’t always comprehend the meaning behind the words, 

especially the first time through; right?  And so we may need to go back and take a second or even a 

third look at the written word to grasp the intended meaning.  We should even take a look at the 

preceding verses in order to clarify what’s going on.  And even then, there can still be differing views 

of the intent. 

But, I believe that the message here in Hebrews is not so complex that we can’t determine what the 

author is saying through the use of images and words.  At first glance, it would seem that there is a 

comparison or a contrast between two mountains:  Verses 18-21 are describing one mountain.  

Verses 22-24 describe the other one and the remaining verses allow the reader to understand the 

difference between the two and what that means both for those hearing the message for the first 

time and for those of us hearing it today;  all who are given the open invitation to make that life-

changing choice. 

Personally,  I do love going to the mountains; specifically, the mountains of Virginia where I was born. 

In that place, I find beauty and peacefulness and quiet in the midst of God’s creation.  But in verses 

18-21 the writer’s words come nowhere close to describing what I experience in my mountains.  Let’s 

read it again: “For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom 

and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no 

further messages be spoken to them.  For they could not endure to hear the order that was given ‘If 

even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.’ Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that even 

Moses himself said, “I tremble with fear.”   



Up to this point, we haven’t been told the name of this mountain.  But, right there, in verse 21 is a 

hint.  Even though the author attaches no name to this mountain, we can surmise that it must be 

Mount Sinai from the reference to Moses.  He had led the people of Israel out of Egypt.  They had set 

out from Rephidim, according to Exodus, and had come into the wilderness of Sinai and there they 

encamped, at the foot of the mountain.  And here is what they encountered. 

• The mountain was fenced off; there was no trespassing under fear of death 

• The people were made to wash their clothes and abstain from sexual relations 

• There was thunder, lightening and a thick cloud 

• There was the sound of a blaring trumpet, calling forth the nation to meet with God 

• There was smoke, like a furnace and earthquakes 

• Then the trumpet sounded long until Moses spoke, and God himself answered with a warning 
that the people were to stay away 

Of course the people were terrified.  Even Moses, from the mountain exclaimed, “I feared the anger 

and wrath of the Lord, for he was angry enough with you to destroy you” (Deuteronomy 9:19).  But 

even all this fear did not result in promoting holiness among the people of Israel.  40 days later, we 

find them worshipping a man-made idol, a golden calf;  which they referred to as the god that 

brought them out of Egypt.  Moses, himself,  knew that the people had rebelled against God and that 

they did indeed deserve to die.  But, he asked God to spare them, and God did, but his fear reveals 

the serious penalties involved in breaking the Law, The  Old Covenant.   

But now, we have this message written to the Hebrew people.  The author is emphatic about 

addressing them as “those who have not come to this mountain. This mountain stands for the old 

covenant made with Israel – a covenant the people have left behind in order to embrace a new 

covenant; a life in and with Christ.  It’s pretty obvious, if we read between the lines that those who 

were first hearing  this message were being pressured to return to the Old Covenant.  For some, there 

was a question of the validity of Christianity, of remaining faithful to Jesus.  But the author says that 

going back is like going to a place of doom and gloom; a place of condemnation, not salvation.  You, 

he said to the people have not come to a place like that.   

By choice, they have come to the new covenant; a place of joy and a place where they can be in a 

living relationship with God.  The words used to describe this mountain are very different from the 

former.  Sinai was a place of fear.  This mountain, which is actually named; is Mt. Zion, the city of the 

Living God, the heavenly “Jerusalem”.  Rather than imagery that is dark and terrifying, the scene here 



is celebratory.  This is a city where the living God himself resides;  the ultimate destination.  Imagine 

the printed travel brochure.  You have come to where thousands and thousands of angels are 

gathered for a festival; to the assembly of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.  You 

have come to God the judge of all, to the spirits of righteous people who have been made perfect, 

and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood which has better words to 

say than the blood of Abel.  This is a place where there is joy and satisfaction; a place full of life, a 

place where justice and mercy meet and are fully satisfied.  This is not a place of terror or foreboding;  

it is not a place that is unapproachable.  This mountain is the new destination for those who have 

accepted Jesus as their Savior.  What you and I have come to could not be more different than the 

first mentioned mountain. 

But there is more to the message in this scripture.  In other words, what’s in it for you and me?  By 

contrasting these two mountain experiences we can certainly envision what the Israelites must have 

encountered when they had no one to mediate for them.  Of course it had to be terrifying to witness 

firsthand the wrath of God, the God of Mt. Sinai who, because of their sin, were being kept at a 

distance.  He was unapproachable and to be feared.  But the God of Mt. Zion, is the God who through 

his son, Jesus Christ, has fully and finally dealt with the sin of his people.  He has drawn his people 

near; he is no longer unapproachable, but has torn down the curtain which separated himself from his 

people; he has created an open and free access to himself, for all of  His people for all time.   

There’s the message which is meant for us.  This is the ultimate choice.  We have come to Mt. Zion.  

We are here.  Notice that the words are in the present tense.  “You have come to Mt. Zion” – “to the 

city of the living God”- “to innumerable multitudes of angels” – to the assembly of the firstborn” – “to 

God the judge of all “ – to the spirits of just men” – “to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant” – 

and “to the blood of sprinkling.”  Here is the place where our relationship with God is not the same as 

Israel’s experience on Mt. Sinai.  The law came to Sinai but the cross was on Zion.  Make no mistake;  

Mt. Zion doesn’t do away with God’s judgement.  Rather, the work that Jesus did on Mt. Zion satisfies 

the judgment of God.  I found an interesting statement regarding the contrast of the two mountains.  

It said that the Old Covenant of Mount Sinai was based on earning and deserving.  The mountain of 

Zion, with Jesus as the mediator, is based on believing and receiving.  Let me repeat that – “the Old 



Covenant of Mount Sinai was based on earning and deserving.  The mountain of Zion, with Jesus as 

the mediator, is based on believing and receiving.” 

When I began today’s message, I said that this is all about making a choice and the final verses of 

Hebrews chapter 12 answers the question, “Why is this important to me?”  The answer comes in the 

writer’s warning in verses 25 and 26.  I’ll share those verses with you from Eugene Peterson’s 

translation in the Message: He writes, “So don’t turn a deaf ear to these gracious words.  If those who 

ignored earthly warnings didn’t get away with it, what will happen to us if we turn our backs on 

heavenly warnings?  His voice that time shook the earth to its foundations; this time – he’s told us this 

quite plainly – he’ll also rock the heavens;  “One last shaking, from top to bottom, stem to stern.  The 

phrase ‘one last shaking’ means a thorough housecleaning, getting rid of all the historical and 

religious junk so that the unshakable essentials stand clear and uncluttered.” 

Those words as I see it are a clear reference to the coming return of Jesus Christ, in judgment.  N.T. 

Wright summarizes like this:  ‘shaken’ in such a way that everything transient, temporary, secondary 

and second-rate may fall away.  Then, that which is of the new creation, based on Jesus himself and 

his resurrection will shine out the more brightly.  This new creation will, of course, include all those 

who belong to the new covenant, and, through them, the new world which God has always 

promised.” 

And so, as we approach Zion, we have come to wait for that promised day.  We can’t hurry God.  Sure, 

He may send signals and signs to tell us something really big is coming, shocks or tremors on the 

seismograph of God’s coming judgment. But until  that day,  we still have the option of choosing our 

mountain.  Today’s message, I believe is a message of hope: a time is coming when all that was 

temporary will be replaced with only that which is permanent will remain;  all that was broken and 

lost will finally have been restored.  Here, we wait in a place of love and forgiveness.  We haven’t 

come to the mountain in the desert, we have come to the mount of the living God, accepting the 

invitation to come; not to a place of fear but to a place of joy, a place full of life.  Mount Sinai is all 

about the law – Mount Zion is all about Grace.  And finally, if you are wondering what more should we 

be doing;  be grateful for  the kingdom we are receiving and remember that our God is a consuming 

fire.  Our response is to offer our worship in reverence and awe as we anticipate being in his 

presence.  Thank God for Mt. Zion, our eternal home.  Amen. 


