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“Be Prepared”        1 Peter 3:13-22 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for 

what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats ; do not be frightened.” 15 But in 

your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 

good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s 

will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but 

made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 

imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited 

patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in 

all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you 

also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward 

God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is 

at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

If you have ever been a Boy Scout or had a son or grandson participate in Scouting, or 

served as a volunteer leader for the Boy Scouts of America, you’re probably familiar with 

the Scout motto: Be Prepared. Upon hearing the Scout motto, someone asked Scouting 

founder Robert Baden-Powell the inevitable follow-up question. “Prepared for what?” 

“Why, for any old thing,” he replied. 

In 1907, Baden-Powell, an English soldier, devised the Scout motto: Be Prepared. He 

published it in Scouting for Boys in 1908. Two years later, in 1910, the Boy Scouts of 

America was founded. In Scouting for Boys, Baden-Powell wrote that to Be Prepared 

means “you are always in a state of readiness in mind and body to do your duty.” If you’ve 

seen one, you may never have noticed that on the Eagle Scout medal, the highest award in 

Scouting, there are only two powerful words: Be Prepared. 

More than a century later, preparedness is still a cornerstone of Scouting. I clearly 

remember the first time I heard the Scout motto as a Tenderfoot Scout with Troop #74 that 

met at the Baptist Church in Transfer, Pennsylvania. When Jayne and I hit the road to 

travel somewhere, she sometimes asks if I have any dental floss or band aids or an extra 

pen in my car. I just look her way with raised eyebrows, as to say, “You must be forgetting 

I was a Boy Scout.”  
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The founder of Scouting thought that Boy Scouts should be prepared “for any old thing,” 

yet the apostle Peter taught that Christian people should be prepared for one thing in 

particular, especially when we are called on to suffer for doing good. That particular thing 

is: “to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 

have.”  

Today let’s look closer at two verses in our passage, verses 15 and 18. Verse 15 says, 

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect...” Or, maybe you 

remember the verse as I do from the King James Version, which says, “be ready always to 

give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 

meekness and fear.” There’s a branch of Christian theology that deals with articulating and 

defending the faith, that is called Apologetics. The only use of the word “apology” most of 

us have ever heard is actually the “second meaning” of the dictionary definition for 

“apology,” which is “an acknowledgment of some fault, injury, insult, etc. with an 

expression of regret and a plea for pardon.” 

Most of us have never considered a reason to express regret or fault about our faith, and 

that would be correct. Most of us are proud of being a follower of Christ and may not think 

that “apology” is such a good word to use. So it’s useful to know that Christian 

Apologetics is nearly the polar opposite of thinking we need to be excused for professing 

our faith. The word that comes from the Greek, apologetikos, means “suitable for 

defense.” So the dictionary’s first meaning of the word “apology” may surprise you. It is 

this: “a formal spoken or written defense of some idea, religion, philosophy, etc.” 

I hope you will believe me when I say that defending our faith is vitally necessary in the 

world today. Christian Apologetics couldn’t be more relevant. Perhaps one the greatest 

challenges to Christians is learning how to make a compelling apologetic statement in the 

best sense of the word. How can we make a formal spoken defense of our faith? It’s 

usually not an easy thing to do. 

Most of us prefer to think that our lives are statement enough about our faith. “We will just 

live our faith,” we say, “and everyone will know by the way we live that we are 

Christians.” Of course, the main problem is that they won’t know. First of all, we are not 

really good enough at living the Christian life to let our lives be the one and only witness 

to our faith. If we think our lifestyle is good enough, then we need to look more carefully 

at what the Bible says about pride. Secondly, even when we live moderately good lives, 
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there is no way for people to know the content of our faith. Besides, there are plenty of 

people who live visibly good lives who are not believers in Jesus Christ. 

So that leaves us with the need to be prepared to give a spoken defense. How do we make 

a formal defense of our faith? The first step is quite simple. Say the name of Jesus! I am 

afraid that some people are so timid about their faith that the name of our Savior never 

crosses their lips in public. How can anyone know of our faith if we never say his name. 

The name of Jesus Christ doesn’t belong strictly within the church walls. We may be 

comfortable talking about our faith and our spiritual lives in church or with our Christian 

friends. But have you noticed we haven’t been “to church” for quite some time? Somehow 

we need to find a way to speak of our faith to those who do not have faith. 

I’ve noticed some people wear a pin in the shape of a yoke. Why would they do that, you 

may be asking? Matthew 11:28-30 says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light.” When people see that yoke pin on a man’s lapel or on a woman’s 

purse, they often ask what the pin is for. Then, the pin wearer has an opportunity to speak 

of their faith in Jesus. They say that they aren’t fighting the battles of life alone; they have 

a Savior who shares the load with them. Telling them what a difference Jesus has made in 

our lives is the next step. Folks may not understand at all if we suggest that Jesus is the 

second person of the Trinity who sits at the right hand of God, but when we say, “Jesus has 

changed my life,” people sit up and notice.  

One pastor I worked with in New Jersey used to tell a story he heard a church member tell 

him once. This church member was a recovering alcoholic, and it was his faith that 

enabled him to turn from his alcoholism. A skeptic once asked him if he believed the story 

about Jesus turning water into wine. The man replied, “I don’t really know what happened 

at the wedding at Cana. All I can tell you is what happened to me. At my house, Jesus 

turned money for beer into money for food and furniture!” 

But the other side of that point is that if Jesus has made no difference in our lives, then we 

really don’t have anything to say in defense of our faith. In that case, we need to “Seek 

first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” 

(Matthew 6:33). 
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Another thing we can do to give an effective witness is to use “I statements.” We would do 

well to remove the word “you” from our speech as much as possible. We testify when we 

say “I.” We accuse, interrogate and project when we say “You.” But it is very difficult to 

argue with someone who uses the word “I” to tell about their own experience with Jesus. 

And according to our text, another step in our witness is to do it with “gentleness and 

respect.” Most people are afraid to give an apology for Christ because they think they are 

supposed to back someone into a corner and verbally wrestle them to the ground until they 

finally give up and accept Christ as their Savior. But our job is not to convert people. 

That’s up to the Holy Spirit. Our job is to give a witness, and to do it with gentleness and 

respect. 

The next verse that I want to briefly look at is verse 18: “For Christ also suffered once for 

sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

body but made alive in the Spirit.” That verse is as good a summary defense of the gospel 

as any in the Bible. This sentence tells us that “Christ…suffered once for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous.” The message of the New Testament is that somehow, 

someway Jesus took the sins of the world upon himself. Dead in his body—he was alive in 

the Spirit.  

In our lives what practical value is the possession of the Spirit who is promised by Jesus? 

Is the value in speaking in tongues or in miracles of healing? In this verse, Peter points to 

the creative power of the Spirit in granting life to Jesus. The Spirit can do that for us too. 

Make us alive in the Spirit today. Raise us from death. And guide us into the truth. The 

Holy Spirit will enable you “to give the reason for the hope that you have” (v.15).  

Finally, this verse explains the entire purpose of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection by 

saying it was “to bring you to God” (3:18). In the Greek footnotes of this verse, we find 

that some ancient translations say that Jesus suffered for sins in order to bring us to God. 

The idea that Christ brings us to God has to be truly comforting. Don’t you think? A little 

awesome, really, with a hint that Christ even now has his hand on us and is guiding our 

way to God.  

I’m thinking that is the one essential thing that makes us prepared for “any old thing,” as 

the Scoutmaster used to say, if we want to be prepared. Amen. 

(Thanks to Dr. Mickey Anders for sermon ideas) 


