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Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME_____________________________________________________ 
 

Preparation for Worship                  “Still, Still, Still” 
Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill! 

The Virgin’s tender arms enfolding, warm and safe the Child are holding. 
Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill. 

Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep 
While angel hosts from heaven come winging, sweetest songs of joy are singing. 

Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep. 
© 1963, 1980 Utrych (Walton Music) | CCLI# 800917, 20719925 

 
Welcome 

Unlike all the other women in the Bible for whom the announcement of a child is such 
incredible news, Mary has not been pining away for years to have a baby. So Gabriel’s 
announcement of an impending pregnancy was not the answer to Mary’s prayers. This is not 
Hannah or Sarah or Rachel who have long lived with the bitter disappointment of infertility. Far 
from it! In fact, Gabriel’s words do not so much solve a problem for Mary as they create a problem. 
But that is at least partly the point of this story. It’s not about Mary’s timing or plans but is simply 
and solely about God’s timing. And that may be the most important point for us too.  -Pastor Karl  

       

Lighting of the Advent Candles and Unison Prayer 
 Loving God, we thank you for the promise of the Messiah who came to be the light 
of the world. Help us prepare our hearts to receive him. Bless our worship as we gather 
this day. Help us to hear and do your Word. We ask it in the name of the one born in 
Bethlehem. Amen. 
 
GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD___________________________________________  
 

Hymn of Praise #189                   “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;  

ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:  
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,  
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;  
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star:  

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 

suddenly the Lord descending, in his temple shall appear: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
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Prayer of Confession 
 While we ask, dear Lord, for the most meaningful Advent season ever, we sadly 

confess having done so little with so much. Forgive us Lord for not praying, for not reading 

your Word, for not searching our hearts, for not facing our sins. Forgive us according to 

your tender mercies, Lord God! Grant that when Christmas morning breaks this year, we 

may have a fresh sense of your presence and a renewed resolve to live to the praise of 

your glory. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness                                     

Congregational Response #180                             
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;  
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
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Time with the Children (Kids spell Love T-I-M-E) 
 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer Response #177 

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, Glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, Glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
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Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

            
GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED_________________________________________ 

                             
Scripture                                                    Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 
never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel 
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 



3 
 

month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May 
your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. (NIV)  
     
Sermon                                                                     “Luke’s Gracious God” 
 
An Advent Prayer for Service in Christ’s Name 
 
O God, as a sign of our lives placed at your service, we offer this prayer. We are so 

thankful to be included in the family of faith, going back to Abraham, David and 
Jesus the Messiah. 

May our words and deeds bring honor to your name. May our songs and praise bear 
witness to your goodness and love. May our care for one another and the needs of 
the world be found pleasing in your sight.  

May our hospitality to the newcomer resemble the gracious welcome you have given to 
all your children. May our observance of this holy time bear fruit in our lives and 
point to Christ, our Lord and our Savior. In his name we pray. Amen. 

 
GO IN GOD’S NAME__________________________________________________________ 
 
Hymn #191                                                                                  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's all gracious King."  

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.  
 

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world;  
above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing,  

and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,  
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  

and all the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 
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Benediction     

Thank you for worshiping with us!     

                     
                                             


