
1 
 

Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 

1st Sunday of Christmas 
 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME_____________________________________________________ 
 

Preparation for Worship            “Away in a Manger” 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
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Welcome 

We are happy to have our Student Assistant from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
preaching on this first Sunday after Christmas. Tae Hur came to the University of Pittsburgh fifteen 
years ago to do work in Physics. His conversion to Christianity gave him a new perspective and 
eventually a new calling. I’m glad that you are part of our worshiping congregation on this Lord’s 
Day.             -Pastor Karl  

       

Call to Worship 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD___________________________________________  
 

Hymn of Praise #218                            “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,  
behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
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Prayer of Confession 
 O God, we live as if the light had never defeated the darkness in the world or in us. 

We confess that we ignore the Christ you sent to be among us, to be in us. We’ve kept the 

birth of your Son confined to a season and do not yearn for his birth each moment in our 

waiting hearts. Lord, you came to us in the fullness of time. Forgive us for not opening our 

eyes to your coming. Let the light break forth. Let us all rejoice in the miracle of love. Let 

Christ come into the fullness of our time. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness                                     

Congregational Response #198                             
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!  
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Time with the Children (Kids spell Love T-I-M-E) 
 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer Response #185 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King" 
Public Domain | CCLI #800917, #20719925 

 
Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

            
GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED_________________________________________ 

                             
Scripture                                                    Joshua 1:5-9            
 
5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will 
lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7 “Be strong and very 
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law 
always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything 
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go.” (NIV)  
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Sermon                                                                  “Be Strong and Very Courageous” 
 
A Prayer for Faith and Courage 
 
Eternal God, you speak to us in a gentle whisper 
 and you call us to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
 by paths as yet untrodden, and through perils unknown. 
Give us attentive faith to listen carefully and then go out with courage, 
 not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us 
 and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
GO IN GOD’S NAME__________________________________________________________ 
 
Hymn #215                                                                  “Were You There on That Christmas Night” 

Were you there, were you there on that Christmas night, 
when the world was filled with a holy light? 

Were you there to behold when the wonder foretold came to earth? 
 

Did you see, did you see how they hailed him King, 
with the gifts so rare that they chose to bring? 

Did you see how they bowed, as they praised him aloud at his birth? 
 

Did you hear how the choir of angels sang at the glory of the sight? 
Did you hear how the bells of heaven rang all through the night? 

 
Did you know, did you know it was God's own Son, 

the salvation of the world begun? 
Did you know it was love that was sent from above to the earth? 
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Benediction     

Thank you for worshiping with us!   

                                                                


