
Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, July 19, 2020, 8:00 AM 

The Worship Service 
 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME_____________________________________________________ 
 

Preparation for Worship            Psalm 139:23&24 
 
Welcome 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! Our son Christopher told us this 
week that our 18 month old granddaughter, Cecily, says “Hi Daddy!” when he opens the door to 
her bedroom first thing in the morning. It’s often one of the first words we hear a child speak. Our 
relationship with God can be compared to that of a small child who runs to their father saying 
“Daddy, Daddy, Daddy.” So it’s appropriate that Paul describes God’s salvation offered in Christ 
as an “adoption” whereby we become the children of God. What good news! -Pastor Karl 
          

Call to Worship  
 
Prayer of Adoration                                            
 
GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD___________________________________________  
 

Hymn of Praise                            “O God Beyond All Praising”                 
 

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

for we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

 
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
that we who know your favor may serve you as our king; 

and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 

to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
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Prayer of Confession 
 God of all life, teach us to respect and love the lives you create. Forgive our lack of 
concern for those who are wounded and vulnerable. Teach us to open our hearts, our 
homes, and our churches to the alienated and forgotten, to the abandoned children, to all 
who suffer abuse within their relationships, to all who are lonely. Help us to confront our 
careless society, which denies solace and dignity to many who suffer. Help us to confront 
the violence of nations, which leaves people homeless and beaten. Help us to follow the 
example and teachings of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 



 
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness                                     
 
Congregational Response                                  

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God, the Son, glory be to God the Spirit, known 
as Three, yet God the One. As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be in a world 
without an ending, glory through eternity. 
 
Time with the Children (Kids spell Love T-I-M-E) 
 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Prayer Response (All) 
Lead us Lord, lead us in your righteousness; 

Make your way plain for us to see. 
Dedication of Offerings            
 
GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED_________________________________________ 

                             
Scripture                                                         Romans 8:12-25 

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 
according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if 
we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 18 I consider that our present sufferings 
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in 
eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the 
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory 
of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for 
what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
(NIV) 
      
Sermon                                     “The Gospel of Adoption”  
 
Litany of Serving—Romans 12:9-13, 21 (New International Version) 
 
Leader: Love must be sincere.  
People: Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.   
Leader: Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  



People: Honor one another above yourselves.   
Leader: Never be lacking in zeal,  
People: But keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.   
Leader: Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,  
People: And faithful in prayer.   
Leader: Share with God’s people who are in need.  
People: Practice hospitality. 
Leader: Do not be overcome by evil, 
People: But overcome evil with good.   
 
GO IN GOD’S NAME__________________________________________________________ 
 
Hymn                                                                                       ”Creation Sings The Father's Song” 

 
Creation sings the Father's song; He calls the sun to wake the dawn 

And run the course of day, till evening falls in crimson rays. 
His fingerprints in flakes of snow, His breath upon this spinning globe, 

He charts the eagle's flight; commands the newborn baby's cry. 
Hallelujah! Let all creation stand and sing, 

"Hallelujah!" Fill the earth with songs of worship; 
Tell the wonders of creation's King. 

Creation gazed upon His face; the ageless One in time's embrace 
Unveiled the Father's plan, of reconciling God and man. 

A second Adam walked the earth, whose blameless life would break the curse, 
Whose death would set us free to live with Him eternally.  

Hallelujah! Let all creation stand and sing, 
"Hallelujah!" Fill the earth with songs of worship; 

Tell the wonders of creation's King. 
Creation longs for His return, when Christ shall reign upon the earth; 

The bitter wars that rage, are birth pains of a coming age. 
When He renews the land and sky, all heaven will sing and earth reply 

With one resplendent theme: The glories of our God and King!  
Hallelujah! Let all creation stand and sing, 

"Hallelujah!" Fill the earth with songs of worship; 
Tell the wonders of creation's King. 
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Benediction   

Thank you for worshiping with us! 
 

“For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God  
to be revealed..” -Romans 8:19 

 
 


