
1 
 

“Anointing and Betrayal”      Mark 14:1-11 

In one of her short stories the writer Annie Dillard has a scene in which a 

family is sadly gathered at a grave to commit a loved one’s body to the earth.   

At one point the minister intones the familiar words from I Corinthians 15, 

“Where, O Death, is thy sting?”  Upon hearing that, one of the family 

members looks up. He scans the sorrowful faces of his family and sees all 

around him row upon row of headstones in the cemetery. And then he thinks to 

himself, “Where, O Death, is thy sting? Why, it’s just about everywhere, 

seeing as you asked!” 

Nothing makes headlines like lots of deaths. Over half a million COVID-19 

deaths in the U.S. An earthquake hits Haiti and in the span of a few seconds 

tens of thousands of lives disappear. A tsunami hits Asia and our minds grow 

numb as the death toll mounts. But those are just the big events. The relentless 

fact of death can be seen every day. Have you ever opened the obituaries and 

seen the word NONE?  It’s just about everywhere, seeing as you asked. 

So is the denial of death, of course.  Don’t look your age, defy it, the make-up 

commercials say. You’re only as old as you feel, as the old aphorism goes. 

Meanwhile people hope to defy death by being put in cryogenic frozen storage, 

by getting themselves cloned, or transferring their consciousness into a robot 

like the guy on Star Trek, and any number of loopy ways by which we attempt 

an end run on our mortal common denominator. But all to no avail. They say 

that when prisoners arrived at the Nazi death camp of Auschwitz, some were 

told that there was only one way out of Auschwitz, and that was up the 

smokestack of the crematorium. The same could be said of all life: There’s 

only one way out. Someone once said that birth leads to a terminal condition 

called life. 

They say that when you take a boat tour to the top of Niagara Falls there is a 

point you can reach that is called the “point of no return.” No boat, no matter 

how powerful the engine, is able to pull itself away from the surging water 

heading over the crest of the falls. Once that point is reached a big crash at the 
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bottom of the falls is only minutes away. In many ways we could say that 

Jesus’ anointing with perfume at Bethany is the “point of no return” for him. 

When some objected to the woman’s selfless act, Jesus responds: “Why are 

you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will 

always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will 

not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body 

beforehand to prepare for my burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is 

preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory 

of her.” Jesus’ words convey the symbolism of his anointing—for burial.  

From this moment on all the events linked to his death will unfold. In a short 

amount of time, his destiny will be in the hands of the High Priest, Herod, 

Pilate, the soldiers and the crowds. Imagine if you were on the deck of a boat 

that had reached the point of no return at Niagara Falls. What would happen? 

Could be the pure terror of the inevitable and someone cries out: “I’m going to 

die?” There may be a self-preservation instinct to fight for the safest seat on the 

boat (if there is a safe seat). For some there would be a real sense of regret: 

“Why did I ever come on this tour?” Don’t you think that’s how it might be? 

But look at Jesus’ situation. Do you sense any terror, any regret, any fear? I 

don’t. Jesus has been pouring out his heart in parables and warnings. He is 

about to face a once-in-all-eternity pouring out of God’s wrath on him. Jesus 

knows he’s in for the most difficult part of his journey, yet he is resolved to go 

forward. Mark goes on to narrate the situation that is now unfolding: “Then 

Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to 

them. They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he 

watched for an opportunity to hand him over” (vv. 10-11). 

Betrayal is such a hard thing to accept because, by its very nature, it can only 

come through a friend or a loved one. It’s not a stranger who inflicts the hurt. 

It’s not a random act. It doesn’t happen by being a victim of circumstance. 

Betrayal is a weapon only found in the hands of the ones we love. Betrayal is 

an inside job. Thinking about our lives, do we have times when our world turns 

against us? Have we experienced times when we have been betrayed? Yet, 
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turning the tables, couldn’t Jesus say of us what he said of Judas a little later in 

Gethsemane? “Here comes my betrayer” (Mark 14:42). 

• Betrayal is more than just rejection. Rejection opens the wound, but betrayal 

pours salt on it. 

• Betrayal is more than just loneliness. Loneliness leaves you out in the cold, 

but betrayal slams the door. 

• Betrayal is more than just insult. Insult attacks your pride, but betrayal breaks 

your heart. 

That pretty much sums up betrayal. It can take many forms. It can claim 

many victims. Despite the fact that, humanly speaking, it is Judas who is about 

to push Jesus to the “point of no return” Jesus does something quite amazing. 

To the very end, he calls Judas “friend.” In Gethsemane when Jesus awakes the 

sleeping disciples for the third time, he says, “Here comes my betrayer” (v. 

42). Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss, you remember, but Matthew includes a 

reply from Jesus, “Do what you came for, friend” (26:50). And I don’t think 

it’s said with sarcasm. His words to Judas are the culmination of an attitude 

that Jesus has shown all the way along. Early on Jesus knew who his betrayer 

was, but we are never given any indication that Judas was viewed any 

differently, or that he was left out, or mistreated, or neglected. When the 

statement is made at the table that one of them would betray Jesus, no one 

whispers, “Jesus told me privately, it’s Judas.” None of the other disciples had 

any idea. We know that to be the case because they ask, “Surely you don’t 

mean me?”  

Jesus knew what Judas was going to do, yet he treated Judas as if he was a 

faithful friend. When Jesus calls him “friend” it is well meant—because Jesus 

sees what many don’t. Judas had been seduced by a powerful enemy—Satan 

himself was after Judas’s heart. And Jesus knew how hard it was for Judas to 

withstand. It doesn’t justify what Judas did. It doesn’t minimize the deed. It 

doesn’t release Judas from his choices. But it does help to bring peace. As long 

as you hate your enemy a jail door is closed—but you are the one who finds 
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yourself locked up. When you forgive your enemy, it’s also true that you are 

the one who is released. That is the way of Jesus in the face of betrayal. 

Does that sound too unrealistic—too simplistic? Perhaps the thought of trying 

to understand the Judases of this world seems too gracious. If you think it is 

then let me ask you to suggest a better answer. Will harboring anger solve the 

problem? Will getting even remove the hurt? If you could punish them, how 

much would be enough? All our brilliant responses only cause the problem to 

continue. Jesus provides an answer, a real answer to deal with the terrible hurt 

of betrayal. And that answer comes by applying his love in a consistent way. 

You see, there is only one person who allowed himself to be brought to the 

“point of no return” and that is Jesus. He was willing to take our sin. He was 

the One who accepted the cross where he was cursed by God and cursed by 

humankind. Earth didn’t want him and heaven abandoned him. On the cross he 

hung in a no-man’s land. Then, when all this was done against him, he died.  

And Jesus did that so that we don’t have to go to the “point of no return.” We 

don’t have to be in the same class as Judas to be labeled a betrayer. Judas may 

have been the one who committed the deed against Jesus—but he wasn’t the 

only one of whom it could be said “Here comes my betrayer.” 

Think again about ourselves. Do we have times when our world turns against 

us? Have we had times when we felt betrayed? Or, turning the tables, could 

Jesus say of us what he said of Judas, “Here comes my betrayer?” (Mark 

14:42). Not only of Judas, or the Jewish leaders, but of all twelve it could be 

said, “Here comes my betrayer.” Of us the same could be said. Whenever we 

reject Jesus’ lordship in our lives we betray him as well.  

Yet to each one of us Jesus says, “Friend.” And then he went to the cross to 

prove to us what kind of friend he is. He offers forgiveness that brings freedom 

from sin. And that is the forgiveness which we can show to others, no matter 

what they have done to us. Forgiveness brings freedom from our prison of 

hurts, fears and regrets. Christian friends, live free. Because life is short. Amen. 


