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“Beyond the Creed”         John 14:11-18 

In John 14 verse 2, Jesus says, “My Father's house has many rooms; if that 

were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for 

you?”  Resolved that they cannot change his mind or get a straight answer out 

of him, Philip and the others ask Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will 

be satisfied.” Basically, “Give us a face, Lord, a face we can see and touch. If 

you’re not going to be with us (and it really looks like you’ve made up your 

mind about that), then leave us something we can see to count on. Don’t give 

us promises. We don’t want promises. We want empirical evidence, something 

we can reach out and touch with our very own hands, something we can see, 

something right before our very eyes.” 

Philip was the Jeffersonian disciple. Thomas Jefferson received a traditional 

Christian funeral, but while he lived, he struggled with traditional Christian 

beliefs. In fact, Jefferson once went into his presidential office and took a razor 

to his Bible. He surgically removed from the gospels any passages about Jesus’ 

miracles, that he found implausible. It made his Bible look like Swiss cheese. 

All I can tell you is that if I had tried that when I was a kid, my mom and my 

dad would have taken a belt to my backside. We lived in a household where 

you didn’t even lay something on top of the Bible; it was considered a sacred 

book. Cut it up with a razor?! Goodness gracious, no. But Thomas Jefferson 

did. He was also quite well known for his disbelief in the three persons of the 

Trinity. “Ideas must be distinct before reason can act upon them,” he once said, 

“and no man ever had a distinct idea of the trinity.” (Jon Meacham, American 

Gospel, New York: Random House, 2006, p. 4.) 

“Ideas must be distinct before reason can act upon them…” I doubt that he ever 

cut up his Torah, but that sounds a bit like Philip too. He is a man of faith, for 

sure, but he is also a man of reason. “Ideas must be distinct before reason can 

act upon them…” Both Thomas Jefferson and Philip, the disciple of Jesus, 

were reasonable men. So Phillip asks, “Be reasonable Jesus! No more double 

talk or calling yourself odd names like ‘I AM.’ Quit beating around the bush. 
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We don’t want promises of rooms in heaven somewhere. Lord, show us the 

Father, and we will be satisfied.” The natives are getting restless, aren’t they? 

Is there talk in the ranks about mutiny?  

It is indeed possible. I suppose that Jesus’ disciples are getting a bit antsy. Jesus 

keeps talking about leaving them, and they can’t imagine what things will be 

like in his absence. Who would take over his work? Who would become their 

leader? They don’t have enough confidence in one another to get the job done, 

so Jesus’ pronouncements about leaving are leading the group to paranoia. 

Simon Peter can’t be their CEO. Yes, Simon could stand perfectly still while 

everyone around him was nervous. You just never know when he’s going to go 

off half-cocked. He’s got his own notions of how things ought to be, and 

because of it, he and Jesus have clashed a number of times. But to think that 

James or John might fill in the gap is simply ludicrous. Of all the disciples, 

they’re the ones who were given a nickname by Jesus, and it’s a perfect fit. 

You remember what Jesus calls them, don’t you? Boanerges. Boanerges means 

“Sons of Thunder.” 

So what does Jesus do? He gives them another promise. “And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you 

forever—the Spirit of truth.” (vss. 16-17). And that is why you and I are here 

today, dressed in red. Because Jesus delivers on his promises. We’re 

symbolizing the coming of the Holy Spirit, the One who visited the followers 

of Jesus on that day called Pentecost, when a mighty wind swooped down 

where they were waiting together and where their tongues were set on fire. 

Show you the Father? Jesus says. I’ll do one better than that. I’ll send you the 

Spirit! “And whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and 

they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 

And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 

in the Son” (see vv. 12-14). 



3 
 

Jesus actually makes it sound like it will be to their advantage that he is gone, 

because he will send the Holy Spirit in his place. And maybe it was. You see, 

Jesus knows something they don’t know. He knows that God cannot be seen or 

explained. God can only be experienced. According to Acts 2, this is how it 

happened. They were all gathered together in Jerusalem. Suddenly, from 

heaven, Luke says, (I wonder if that’s not just his way of saying he had no idea 

where it came from; but as far as he knew it just had to be from God), there 

came a sound like a rushing mighty wind (see Acts 2). 

Have you ever been in a tornado? I came close to one that blew through 

western PA in 1985; and that’s as close as I ever want to be. The sky turns 

green and it sounds like a freight train is coming at you from the sky. I don’t 

know if the sky turned green at Pentecost—Luke doesn’t mention it—but there 

was a sound in the room like the rush of a violent wind. Then came the tongues 

of fire resting on each of them. Though they were of different nationalities, 

they were able to speak and understand one another in all their various native 

languages (just like you understood Tae’s Korean). They were from all over the 

globe, with their own language, but no one missed a word in the whole place. 

Have you ever wondered what they talked about? I doubt they discussed the 

weather. Probably not sports either. Though we are not told specifically what 

they talked about with each other, we don’t really have to guess. They talked 

about Jesus. I’ll bet they remembered Jesus and his promises to them. Like this 

one: “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have 

been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going 

to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son.” Greater things than Jesus himself? How can that 

possibly be?  

I have to believe it’s all about going beyond the creed. You know, like the 

Apostles’ Creed that we said today, or the Nicene Creed or any other creed. We 

Presbyterians are part of a creedal church or a confessing church. That doesn’t 

mean we’re sorrier for our sins than other Christians. Maybe we should be, but 



4 
 

to be a confessing church or a creedal church means we articulate our faith 

with historic statements of faith that the church has made before us.  

For instance, we have seen the Father in the Son. That’s basically what the 

Nicene Creed is saying too. “We believe in one God. We believe in one Lord, 

Jesus Christ… of one Being with the Father…We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.” They are one. 

Jesus’ promise is fulfilled on Pentecost, but still, how do we do “greater things” 

than Jesus himself? I have always believed that it’s possible because there are 

more of us, but only one Jesus—one physical person from Nazareth. Pew 

Research says that over 31% of the world’s population are Christian. Almost a 

third of all people on earth are Christians! That’s quite a few more than Jesus 

plus twelve disciples. That is how we can “do even greater things.” 

Adam was so excited. His second-grade class was putting on a play based on 

nursery rhymes the children knew. “It will be great,” he told his grandmother. 

“Come and see it.” So, Adam’s grandmother made the two-hour trip to see her 

grandson’s first dramatic efforts. After the play, Adam ran to his grandmother 

and said, “Did you see me, Grandma?” “No, I didn’t see you. I didn’t know 

who you were,” Of course she was kidding; she knew all along. “I was Humpty 

Dumpty, Grandma,” Adam said. “When you saw the egg, you were looking at 

me!” Jesus wasn’t in a play, nor did he dress in a costume. But when he lived 

on earth it was very much like Adam’s egg. When you looked at or listened to 

Jesus, you were looking at and listening to the Father; you were looking at and 

listening to the Holy Spirit, the Counselor who came to indwell us, to assure us 

and to enable us to live by faith. Our creeds teach us that God the Holy Spirit 

abides with us and is in us. God the Holy Spirit empowers us and leads us. God 

the Holy Spirit teaches us and reminds us. God the Holy Spirit bears witness 

with our spirits. But we must not stop at the creed! It is the wind and fire of 

God’s Holy Spirit that enables us to live out the promises of Jesus, and—“do 

even greater things.” Amen. 


