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“Forgiveness”       Matthew 26:26–28 

 

The Lord’s Supper is a table of mercy and forgiveness. In the confessional 

documents of our church, Question #56 of the Heidelberg Catechism asks, 

“What do you believe concerning the forgiveness of sins”? The answer given is 

this, and it could not be more clear: “I believe that God, because of Christ’s 

satisfaction, will no longer remember any of my sins or my sinful nature which 

I need to struggle against all my life. Rather, by grace God grants me the 

righteousness of Christ to free me forever from judgment (John 3:18).”  

 

Whether we admit it or not Good Friday is all about FORGIVENESS. It’s 

about our gift from God that was purchased by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on 

the cross. Good Friday is a time to realize that Jesus’ body and his blood were 

given for the complete forgiveness of all our sins. As we just heard from the 

gospel of Matthew: “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (26:26-28). 

 

On Palm Sunday I spoke to the children of our church about the wedding 

invitation we have received as followers of Jesus. We have been invited to the 

wedding supper of the Lamb. Weddings are always an important occasion, but 

1st century weddings were a very big deal. It was a three-stage process. There 

was the engagement, the marriage, and the wedding banquet. The first part was 

the engagement when the groom’s family pays a dowry to the bride’s family. 

When Jesus paid for our sins with his own life it was God’s way of paying the 

dowry for his Son’s bride, the church. The Bible teaches us that Jesus is the 

groom in our relationship with him and we are his bride. The Father gave his 

only begotten Son, to pay for all our sins. The payment of course was Jesus’ 

death on the cross, the sacrificial act that we remember today. 
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The second part of a 1st century marriage was when the bridegroom would go 

with his friends to the house of the bride at midnight with a torch parade 

through the streets. The bride would be ready with her bridesmaids and would 

join the parade and go back to the home of the bridegroom. The engagement 

would usually be a period of about a year. So the bride would wait faithfully 

and expectantly for her groom to arrive to get her, but she wouldn’t know for 

sure which day he would come for her. Similarly, we don’t know the day or the 

hour when Jesus will return for his bride, the church. 

 

The third and final part of the marriage ceremony is the wedding reception or 

the marriage banquet. The marriage banquet could go on for days. It was a 

wonderful time of celebration. When we come to the Lord’s table we are 

partaking of the body and blood of Jesus in anticipation of that great banquet in 

heaven called the supper of the Lamb.  

 

Another imagination-grabbing story about the Father’s forgiveness is the 

parable of the prodigal son. Like the father in Jesus’ parable, Isaiah wrote that 

God forgives us by remembering we are his children (49:15–16). He longs to 

be reunited with us. We put our trust in the One by whom that forgiveness is 

given: through the self-giving love of Jesus on the cross, taking our guilt and 

shame upon himself. This, Christian friends, is what makes Good Friday good. 

 

God makes the sacrifice by sending his Son to die for us, on behalf of us, 

because he loves us so. The only sacrifice we can offer in return is a life of 

discipleship and a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Forgiveness does not 

depend on our sacrifice, our work, our faithfulness, or even our turning to God. 

It is given because the Father loves us, and the Son came to save us. And we 

are invited to receive it and be welcomed to his heavenly feast just as we are 

now invited to receive this holy meal. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is surely a table of mercy and forgiveness. For that reason 

we gather here and we give our grateful thanks. Amen.  


