
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church 
 

1760 Pine Hollow Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 
412-331-2863 | https://www.kenmawrchurch.org 

 

August 16, 2026 
 

Declaring God’s Grace & Demonstrating God’s Love,  
as Directed by God’s Word 

 

Great Stories from Genesis 



Welcome! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to Ken Mawr on this Lord’s Day! God always makes the dreams God gives to 

his sons and daughters come true. Sometimes, however, it takes so long for that to 

happen it seems that the dream dies. As Genesis 45 opens, God has partially fulfilled 

Joseph’s dreams by putting him in charge of both Egypt and his family. This story, 

however, brings Joseph’s dream to its conclusion. Joseph’s moving “out of control” 

speech also redefines everyone else’s plight. He does what he can to remove his 

brothers’ guilty fear. Joseph turns his father’s mourning into dancing. He also acts in a 

far more tender way with his brothers than they deserved. It seems Joseph finally 

recognizes that God has been at work in and with a lot of human treachery. While we 

can’t declare people like Joseph’s brothers or Potiphar’s wife innocent, we can recognize 

the tenacity of God’s plan for Israel. Human treachery cannot thwart God’s longing for 

life for Jacob’s family and descendants. Joseph realizes that no one but God could have 

planned this or should receive credit for everything that has happened to him. Three 

times he insists that God, not his malicious brothers, sent him on ahead to Egypt to save 

lives (vv. 5,7&8). Once again, I welcome each one of you today!     -Pastor Karl  

 

 

 Pastor ...................................................................................................... Rev. Dr. Karl McDonald 
 Commissioned Pastor ......................................................................................... Louise Schoppe 
 Office/Administrative Assistant ............................................................................. Lindsey McCue 
 Treasurer/Accountant ............................................................................................... Nancy Gilkey 
 Assistant Treasurer ........................................................................................................ Lori Ryan 
 Clerk of Session ...................................................................................................... Diane Kuffner 
 Elder of the Month  .................................................................................................. Kristen Brown 
 Deacons of the Month ........................................................................ Judy Carney/Eric Boerstler 
 Director of Music ................................................................................................. Jayne McDonald 
 Musicians ............................................................................................ Alex Weibel/Ross Antonich 
 Live Stream Tech ................................................................................................ Cameron Brown 
 Children’s Church ................................................................................................ Louise Schoppe 
 Nursery ................................................................................................................. Tammy Bischak  
 Counters ................................................................................................. Barb Cario/Bucky Savatt 
 Van Driver ........................................................................................................... Tom McCullough 

  

 

Sunday School Classes Resume! 
September 13, 9:45 a.m. is the first Sunday School class meeting day. 

Mark your calendars, invite friends and plan to join us for adult, youth and 
children’s classes.  We are excited to share God’s Word with all ages! 



The Service of Worship 
 
 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME________________________________________________ 
Preparing for Worship                                                         “By Faith” 
 

Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Prayer of Adoration  

 
GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD_______________________________________ 

*Hymns of Praise #676                                                                       “Come, Be Baptized”                                                                                      
 
*Prayer of Confession 

Eternal God, in all generations you have raised up men and women of faith. 
Forgive our indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but we 
have been silent. You have called us to do what is just, but we have been fearful. 
Have mercy on us, your weak and timid servants. Keep before us faithful people in 
whose footsteps we can follow, so that by the power of your Holy Spirit, we may 
grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To the praise of his 
holy name! Amen. 

 
*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness  
 
*Congregational Response #145 
 

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One. 

 
As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be 
in a world without an ending, glory through eternity. 

 
Holy, holy God Almighty, holy, holy Prince of peace, 

Holy, holy Wind of Presence, holy holy holy. 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism (11:00) 
 
 



Time with the Children  
Children PreK–Grade 4 are invited to children’s church and will   

rejoin their families during the last hymn. 

 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
     …Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Offering and Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn of Faith #370                                                                                    “Healing Grace” 
 
GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED____________________________________ 
Scripture                                                                                                     Genesis 45:1-15 
 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried 
out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made 
himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and 
Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my 
father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were 
terrified at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When 
they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And 
now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, 
because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years now there 
has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and 
reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to 
save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but 
God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 
Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has 
made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10 You shall live in the region 
of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, 
and all you have. 11 I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to 
come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’ 
12 “You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am 
speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about 
everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.” 14 Then he threw his 
arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 15 
And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him. 
(NIV) 
 
Sermon                                                        “Out of Control” 



  
*The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

GO IN GOD’S NAME_____________________________________________________ 
*Sending Hymn                                                                                    “His Mercy Is More” 

 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more. 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 

What Father, so tender, is calling us home? 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 



Praise the Lord, His mercy is more. 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us! 

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 

We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more. 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
© 2016 Messenger Hymns | CCLI #800917, #20719925 

 

*Benediction 

"The Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one from another." 
-Genesis 31:49 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S BENEVOLENCE:   The New Wilmington Mission Conference looks to deepen the 
missionary spirit, seeking fulfillment of the Great Commission, with a focus on youth ages 12-
24. Mission interpretation meets the duty and ideal of carrying the gospel to ALL the world. 
NWMC uses its Presbyterian mission heritage to encourage a deep spiritual life of fellowship 
with God by promoting service and witness for Jesus Christ. Today’s benevolence offering goes 
to the work of NWMC. 

The flowers today are given in memory of my sister, Gina Gossett on 

her birthday, 8/14, by Claudia Tyler. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERVICE OF BAPTISM 
 

Albert Brooks Fisher – April 13, 2026 

 

Hear the words of the LORD Jesus Christ: 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the close of the age. 

 

The Meaning of Baptism: 

As they are united with Christ through faith, Baptism unites the people of God with each other and 

with the church of every time and place. Baptism enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God’s 

redeeming grace offered to all people. Baptism is God’s gift of grace and also God’s summons to 

respond to that grace. 

 

Questions to the Parents: 

Do you reaffirm your own faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and LORD? Do you claim God’s covenant 

promises on your child’s behalf, and do you look in faith to the LORD Jesus Christ for his salvation, 

as you do for your own? Do you now unreservedly promise, in humble reliance upon God’s grace, 

to set before your child an example of the new life in Christ? Do you promise to pray with and for 

him and to bring him up in the knowledge and love of God? 

 

Questions to the Congregation: 

Do you, the members of this congregation, in the name of the whole church of Christ, undertake 

with these parents the Christian nurture of this child so that in due time he may confess faith in 

Jesus Christ.  (We do.) 

 

Will you endeavor by your example and fellowship to strengthen their family ties with the 

household of God?  (We will.) 

Prayer 

Baptism  

Every baptism at Ken Mawr Church is part of a service of worship. Therefore, we ask all present to refrain from 

using flash photography. Recording  from a stationary location is permitted. 
 

Congratulations and the Lord’s blessing to: 

Austin and Ashley Fisher 

2419 Salisbury Court 

Wexford, PA  15090 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TODAY AT KMUPC                                                 August 16, 2026 
Worship Services .................................................................................................................................  8:30 and 11:00 
Sermon Chat ......................................................................................................................................................... 9:45 
Children’s Church ................................................................................................................................................ 11:00 

 

THIS WEEK AT KMUPC      
Monday           Finance Meeting ............................................................................................................................ 6:00 
Tuesday          Christian Education Meeting .......................................................................................................... 6:00 
                        Session Meeting ............................................................................................................................ 7:00 
Thursday         Food Pantry ...................................................................................................................... 9:00  - 11:00 
                        Staff Meeting ............................................................................................................................... 10:00 
                        Helping Hands ............................................................................................................................. 10:00 
Next Sunday   Worship Services .........................................................................................................  8:30 and 11:00  
                        Sermon Chat  ................................................................................................................................ 9:45   
                        Children’s Church ........................................................................................................................ 11:00 
                         
                       
LOOKING AHEAD 
August 25 – Sunday School Teachers Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
August 30 – Worship/Sermon Chat/Children’s Church 
August 30 – Lambec Choir 
August 30 – Middle School Picnic 5:45 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

IN CARE AND REHABILITATION FACILITIES 
 
Elaine Crist – 125 Apple Blossom Way, Room 332, Moon Township, PA  15108 
David Gadsby – Province of Wexford, 210 Fowler Road, Room 1030, Warrendale, PA 15086 
Janet Gregory – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 222, 30 Heckel Rd., McKees Rocks, PA 15136 
Loretta Osborne – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 210, 32 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 
Peggy Ponte – Caring Heights, Room 201, 234 Coraopolis Rd., Coraopolis, PA  15108  
Helen Sharpe – Apple Blossom Senior Care, Rm 251, 125 Apple Blossom Way, Moon Twp, PA 15108  
Virginia Shaw – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 301, 32 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 
Dee Young – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 110, 30 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 
 
IN THE MILITARY 
 
LCpl Andrew Gregory – 21 Atlas Court, East Meadow, NY 11554 
Sgt. Paul McCurdy - 7436 McAuliffe Loop, Ft. Campbell, KY 42223 
Jackson Dorsey - U.S. Coast Guard Academy, 16 Mohegan Ave., Chase Hall, New London, CT 06320 
 


