
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church 
 

1760 Pine Hollow Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 
412-331-2863 | https://www.kenmawrchurch.org 

 

August 23, 2026 
 

Declaring God’s Grace & Demonstrating God’s Love,  
as Directed by God’s Word 

 

Great Stories from Genesis 



Welcome! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Ken Mawr on this Lord’s Day! Homer begins 

his tale of Odysseus with these interesting words: “Tell me about a complicated 

man. Muse, tell me how he wandered and was lost.” Few works have captured 

our imaginations like The Odyssey. The timeless story of The Odyssey has been 

repackaged for a modern audience in Christopher Nolan’s blockbuster 

movie. (BTW I recently saw Minions & Monsters with some of my favorite 

people). Nolan’s retelling is at its best when it’s faithful to Homer’s classic, but he 

veers off course with some modern additions. Homer taps into the human longing 

for glory and the fact that, left to our own devices, we misunderstand glory. One 

of the early church fathers said, “The glory of God is a living man.” God’s glory is 

a particular man: God’s way, God’s truth, and God’s life is found in this man. In 

Jesus, humanity’s glory and misery collide and find their resolution. Our glory and 

satisfaction in life can only be found in knowing him. The story of Jacob is in many 

ways a story of his hunger for God’s glory.                 -Pastor Karl  

 

 Pastor ...................................................................................................... Rev. Dr. Karl McDonald 
 Commissioned Pastor ......................................................................................... Louise Schoppe 
 Office/Administrative Assistant ............................................................................. Lindsey McCue 
 Treasurer/Accountant ............................................................................................... Nancy Gilkey 
 Assistant Treasurer ........................................................................................................ Lori Ryan 
 Clerk of Session ...................................................................................................... Diane Kuffner 
 Elder of the Month  ................................................................................................... Bucky Savatt 
 Deacons of the Month ........................................................................ Judy Carney/Eric Boerstler 
 Director of Music ................................................................................................. Jayne McDonald 
 Musicians ........................................................... Mitchell Fleischman/Alex Weibel/Ross Antonich 
 Live Stream Tech ................................................................................................ Cameron Brown 
 Children’s Church ................................................................................................ Louise Schoppe 
 Nursery ................................................................................................................. Tammy Bischak  
 Counters ................................................................................... Tom Simchak/Linda and Bill Kent 
 Van Driver ................................................................................................................. Val Kamenar 
 Flower Delivery ................................................................................... Amy Schmidt/Val Kamenar 

  

 

Middle School Youth Picnic – Grades 5 – 8 

Next Sunday evening, August 30, from 5:45 – 7:15 

at Ken Mawr Church 

Bring a friend!   



The Service of Worship 
 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME________________________________________________ 
Preparing for Worship                                                         “By Faith” 
 

Welcome 
 
Mission Minute – Robin Refern from Bags and Blessings (8:30) 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Prayer of Adoration  

 
GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD_______________________________________ 

*Hymns of Praise #71                                                     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                                                                      
 
*Prayer of Confession 

Lord, you come to us, but we do not recognize you; you call, but we do not 
follow; you command, but we do not obey, you bless us, but we do not thank you. 
Please forgive us and help us. God of our lives, we bring before you our fears, our 
doubts, our apathy, our sins, as well as the false idols in which we place our trust. 
Forgive us, challenge and encourage us, confront and ever love us, for we are 
yours. Amen. 

 
*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness  
 
*Congregational Response #145 
 

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One. 

 
As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be 
in a world without an ending, glory through eternity. 

 
Holy, holy God Almighty, holy, holy Prince of peace, 

Holy, holy Wind of Presence, holy holy holy. 
 
Time with the Children (Kids spell Love T-I-M-E) 

Children PreK–Grade 4 are invited to children’s church and will   
rejoin their families during the last hymn. 

 



 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
     …Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Offering and Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn of Faith #409                                                                                  “God of Our Life” 
 
GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED____________________________________ 
Scripture                                                                                              Genesis 49:29-50:11 
 

29 Then he gave them these instructions: “I am about to be gathered to my people. 
Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 the cave in the 
field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the field as 
a burial place from Ephron the Hittite. 31 There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried, 
there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. 32 The field and 
the cave in it were bought from the Hittites.” 33 When Jacob had finished giving 
instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was 
gathered to his people. 

1 Joseph threw himself on his father and wept over him and kissed him. 2 Then 
Joseph directed the physicians in his service to embalm his father Israel. So the physicians 
embalmed him, 3 taking a full forty days, for that was the time required for embalming. 
And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 4 When the days of mourning had 
passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh’s court, “If I have found favor in your eyes, speak to 
Pharaoh for me. Tell him, 5 ‘My father made me swear an oath and said, “I am about to 
die; bury me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go up and 
bury my father; then I will return.’” 6 Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he 
made you swear to do.” 7 So Joseph went up to bury his father. All Pharaoh’s officials 
accompanied him—the dignitaries of his court and all the dignitaries of Egypt— 8 besides 
all the members of Joseph’s household and his brothers and those belonging to his 
father’s household. Only their children and their flocks and herds were left in Goshen. 9 
Chariots and horsemen[a] also went up with him. It was a very large company. 10 When 
they reached the threshing floor of Atad, near the Jordan, they lamented loudly and 
bitterly; and there Joseph observed a seven-day period of mourning for his father. 11 
When the Canaanites who lived there saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, 
they said, “The Egyptians are holding a solemn ceremony of mourning.” That is why that 
place near the Jordan is called Abel Mizraim. (NIV) 
 
Sermon                                       “Gathered to His People” 
  



*A Statement of Faith—from the Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A 1 

My only comfort in life and in death is that I am not my own, but belong—

body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me 

free from the tyranny of the devil. 

He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my 

head without the will of my Father in heaven: in fact, all things must 

work together for my salvation. 

Because I belong to him, Christ by his Holy Spirit assures me of eternal life 

and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live 

for him. Amen.  

 

GO IN GOD’S NAME_____________________________________________________ 
*Sending Hymn                                                                                         “In Christ Alone” 

 
In Christ alone, my hope is found; He is my light, my strength, my song; 

 This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace,  

when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My comforter, my all-in-all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love, and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied; 

for every sin on Him was laid here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain. 

Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

for I am His and He is mine bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death—this is the power of Christ in me. 

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand; 

till He returns or calls me home—here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
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*Benediction 

"The Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one from another." 
-Genesis 31:49 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - CHILDREN and YOUTH CLASSES 

Sunday mornings: 9:45 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. 

 

Preschool (ages 3 and 4) – Lari Skowron will introduce our youngest learners to the love of 

God each Sunday morning. In the middle room of the primary department – right at the 

bottom of the steps. 

K – 1 – Teachers Renee Trunick and Susan Chimera provide a loving environment for 

children to meet God as they begin a new series of lessons from The Gospel Project. On the 

lower level – right at the bottom of the steps. 

Grades 2-4 – Amy Savatt and Dan Koller will lead grades 2-4, helping these students to 

grow in their walk of faith through new lessons from The Gospel Project and applying the 

lessons through a variety of activities. This class meets on lower level – left at the bottom of 

the steps. 

Middle School - Students in grades 5 – 8 meet every Sunday morning during Sunday 

School and twice a month in the evening as scheduled.  Teachers:  Josh Bryan and Jayne 

McDonald 

High School - The high school students (grades 9 – 12) meet every Sunday morning during 

Sunday School and every other week on Monday evenings and for special events as 

scheduled.  Teachers:  Chrissy Pelzer and Jim Weikel 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL - ADULTS 

 

*Christian Foundations (new class)  in Sharpe Hall from 9:45–10:30 with Pastor Karl 

Cornerstone Class (1st floor across from the Memorial Room) 

Koinonia Class (2nd Floor, just to the left on the offices) 

New Vision Class  (Friendship Room) 

Scripture Journaling (Memorial Room) 

Woven Women (Library) 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S BENEVOLENCE:  Bags & Blessings is a faith based non-profit charity established to 
help bring hope and love to those individuals undergoing cancer treatments.  Bags & Blessings 
was founded in 2019 as a non-profit group, based in Beaver County and focuses on Beaver and 
Allegheny County residents. We are dedicated to a simple, but powerful mission – to offer 
hope and love to cancer patients who are in treatment; to show them God's love, and to 
remind them they don't fight alone. 

TODAY AT KMUPC                                                 August 23, 2026 
Worship Services .................................................................................................................................  8:30 and 11:00 
Sermon Chat ......................................................................................................................................................... 9:45 
Children’s Church ................................................................................................................................................ 11:00 

 

THIS WEEK AT KMUPC      
Tuesday          Sunday School Teachers Meeting ................................................................................................. 7:00 
Thursday         Staff Meeting ............................................................................................................................... 10:00 
Next Sunday   Worship Services/Lambec Choir ..................................................................................  8:30 and 11:00  
                        Sermon Chat  ................................................................................................................................ 9:45   
                        Children’s Church ........................................................................................................................ 11:00 
                        Middle School Picnic .......................................................................................................... 5:45 – 7:15 
                                 
LOOKING AHEAD 
September 1 – Lord’s Lambs 
September 2 – Choir rehearsals resume, 7:00 p.m. 
September 3 – Food Pantry 
September 6 – Worship services and The Sacrament of Communion 
September 8 – Finance Meeting 
September 8 – Esther Circle 6:30 p.m. 
September 12 – Men’s Breakfast 9 a.m. 
September 13 – First day of Sunday School Classes 
September 17 -  Helping Hands 
September 17 – Food Pantry 
September 20 – Back to Church Sunday 
September 20 – Deacons Meeting 
September 22 – Christian Ed Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
September 22 – Session Meeting 
 
 

Sign up for Sunday School,  Children’s church and youth groups: 
 
Children/Youth: Red button on the front page at www.kenmawrchurch.org 
Adults/Teachers:  Blue button on the front page at www.kenmawrchurch.org 
 

http://www.kenmawrchurch.org/
http://www.kenmawrchurch.org/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please remember with cards and prayers… 
 

AT HOME 
 

Betty Borden –1000 Masonic Drive Sewickley, PA 15143 

Jean Bryan – c/o Sarah Manges, 9742 Valley View Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Lovell Bryant – 108 Homer Circle, McKees Rocks, PA 15136                                                 

Dorothy Burgunder – 3927 Windgap Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15204 

Sandra Camarota – 2314 Forest Grove Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108 

Ralph Chasey– Coraopolis Towers, #818, 951 1st Ave, Coraopolis, PA 15108  

Larry Dickson – 116 Connie Park Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Joan Downs – 906 Canterbury Drive, Moon Twp., PA 15108 

Pippa Downs – 136 Marie Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Rose Ann Grannis - (Angela Schoppe’s mom) 3121 47th Street, New Brighton, PA 15066 

Peg Harcha – 189 Williams Street, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Patricia Hildebrand – 2027 McKees Rocks Rd., McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Corinne Irwin – 20 Kenridge Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Ann Joseck – 2107 Masonic Drive, Sewickley, PA  15143   

Carol Kaczmarek – 664 Magnus Lane, Coraopolis, PA 15108 

Lee Leck – 22 Rossi Dr., McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Evelyn Lieberman – 1306 Brookline Blvd., Apt. 706, Pittsburgh, PA  15226  

Alex Lugin – 34 MacArthur Way, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

George McCurdy – (Russ’ father) 1820 German Settlement Road, Ridgway, PA 15853 

Roberta Meixell – 32 Eichelberger Dr., Coraopolis, PA  15108 

Suzanne Murr – 1780 Pine Hollow Road, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Ken Parme – 31 Hodgson Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

Julia Ramsey – 1113 Mohawk Rd., R.D. #2., McDonald, PA  15057-2553 

Jeff Sammel – 145 Connie Park Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Donna Sheets – 1500 Letort Street, Apt. 910, Pittsburgh, PA  15212 

Dave Smith – 1464 Critchfield Drive, Bridgeville PA 15017 

Rob Thomas – 5049 Julia Ln., McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Ellen Tresky – 84 Thorncrest Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Dorothy Triscila – 1301 Cambridge Drive, Presto, PA 15142 

Carla Winter – c/o Bob and Stacey Viviano 7405 Portpatrick Court, Wake Forest, NC  27587 

 

IN CARE AND REHABILITATION FACILITIES 
 

Elaine Crist – 125 Apple Blossom Way, Room 332, Moon Township, PA  15108 

David Gadsby – Province of Wexford, 210 Fowler Road, Room 1030, Warrendale, PA 15086 

Janet Gregory – Concordia at Kennedy, Rm 222, 30 Heckel Rd., McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Loretta Osborne – Concordia at Kennedy, Rm 210, 32 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Peggy Ponte – Caring Heights, Room 201, 234 Coraopolis Rd., Coraopolis, PA  15108  

Helen Sharpe – Apple Blossom Senior Care, Rm 251, 125 Apple Blossom Way, Moon Twp, PA 15108  

Virginia Shaw – Concordia at Kennedy, Rm 301, 32 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Dee Young – Concordia at Kennedy, Rm 110, 30 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

 

IN THE MILITARY 

 

LCpl Andrew Gregory – 21 Atlas Court, East Meadow, NY 11554 

Sgt. Paul McCurdy - 7436 McAuliffe Loop, Ft. Campbell, KY 42223 

Jackson Dorsey - U.S. Coast Guard Academy, 16 Mohegan Ave., Chase Hall, New London, CT 06320 

 


