Sermon Genesis 37:1-4. 12-28 August 9, 2026

I’m sure there are at least a few among us who subscribe to Ancestry.com. |do, and the
reason | subscribe is to fill in the gaps of our ever-growing family tree. | mostly want my
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren to know as much as possible about the
generations that came before them and that they will then pass that on to their children.
I mention this because we may need to check our genealogy as we begin today’s
message about Joseph, the Dreamer.

Joseph’s father Jacob was the son of Isaac. Jacob fathered twelve sons and they are
named back in Genesis 35; The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn), Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. The Sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. The Sons of
Bilhah, Rachel’s servant: Dan and Naphtali. The sons of Zilpah, Leah’s servant: Gad and
Asher. Twelve in all. But today, we are focusing on Joseph, at the age of seventeen,
growing up in what many would recognize as a dysfunctional family. His mother Rachel
died after the birth of Joseph’s brother Benjamin. Father Jacob is now a very old man
and he has not always lived what we would call a godly life. He has had 2 wives and two
concubines from which he fathered these twelve sons and an unknown number of
daughters; All of them living — pretty much —under one roof. | can only imagine the
arguments and disagreements! Raising four children myself, | can assure you that there
were many arguments and disagreements in Jacob’s household.

One of the prominent disagreements revolves around Joseph. It seems that his brothers
don’t like him — they really, really don’t like him! Maybe it was just plain sibling rivalry
or it could have been that Joseph, while tending the sheep with his brothers saw some
bad behavior that he reported to his father. You know how that goes, “Daddy, Daddy, |
have to tell you what your other sons did!” Whatever the reason, Jacob, now called
Israel, as a blessing from God, favored Joseph over all his other sons and he made him a
robe of many different colors. There are many discrepancies concerning this garment,
whether it had long sleeves or whether it was a tunic. But whatever its shape and style
it was magnificent and was intended to show that the wearer was privileged and should
be appropriately acknowledged. This only added fuel to the brothers hatred as they saw
that Joseph was loved as his father’s favorite. But there’s more . . . it seems that even
God favors Joseph over his brothers. In the passage of scripture we didn’t read this



morning, God gave Joseph a couple of dreams. In the first dream, he sees his brother’s
sheaves of grain bowing to him. His brothers know what the dream insinuates and they
hate him for it. In the 2" dream, Joseph envisions the Sun, Moon, and 11 stars bowing
down before him. Even his father rebukes him for that one. But we should note here
that both of these dreams portrayed Joseph as gaining a position of supremécy in his
family, although the symbols differed greatly. The pairing of dreams with a shared
meaning meant that God would certainly make the events happen.

As if things couldn’t get worse, Joseph was given the task of supervising the work of his
brothers — to report on how they were doing. I’'m sure this only aggravated the brothers.
They would be out in fields in all kinds of weather and Joseph would be sleeping in a soft
bed and wearing that beautiful handmade colored coat. No kum-ba-yah moment here!
While they were pasturing flocks some 50 miles away in Shechem, Israel sends Joseph to
check on them and then, report back to him. And the obedient favored son set out,
following his father’s orders. When he came to the appointed place, his brothers were
nowhere in sight, no flocks anywhere in the area. A man saw Joseph wandering in a
field. Joseph told the man that he was looking for his brothers. According to the man,
he overheard them talking about moving on to Dothan, some 15 miles north of
Shechem. Joseph’s journey continued. As he approached Dothan, his brothers see him
in the distance (how could they miss him in that fancy robe?). overwhelmed by hatred
and jealousy, the brothers begin their plot. “Let’s just kill him, the lord of the dreams.
We can throw him into one of the pits and then say that a vicious animal ate him. That’s
believable, right? Then, we’ll see what becomes of his dreams!” Each brother agrees to
the plan and the cover-up until they get to Reuben, the oldest. Maybe in a moment of
guilt or just thinking of his reputation with his father, he objects. “Whoa, whoa, if we kill
him, we’ll have blood on our hands. Seriously guys, that’s not going to end well. How

about if we just throw him into this dry well in the middle of the desert? No one is likely
to pass by for days and, nature will take its course. So, technically, we’ll be innocent of

shedding blood ...”

In an unexpected note, the last part of verse 22 leads us to believe that Reuben intended
to circle back later and rescue his brother. Does he actually think that going along with
the plan they constructed in public and then rescuing Joseph in private will be enough to
circumvent the injustice. The brothers buy into Reuben’sidea. After all, they will still get
their desired result while maintaining plausible deniability — “who could have known



that someone left in a dry well in the middle of the desert would up and die like that?”
So Joseph is stripped of his robe and dumped into the pit.

Immediately, the brothers declare that it’s lunchtime. This is just a small detail but it
reveals their hate and cold-bloodedness Most people, having participated in an act that
would result in another person’s death, would be sufficiently disturbed that they would
have little appetite for food, But seemingly unaffected by their decision, they relax
under the shade of a few palm trees In the distance, they notice a caravan of merchants
approaching. One of the brothers, Judah came up with a new plan for consideration.
“Maybe, there’s money to be made in this situation. What if, instead of killing him (I
mean letting him die — we could just sell him into slavery. He is our own flesh and blood,
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after all.” The brothers agreed and as the caravan of traders passed by, Joseph was

pulled from the pit and sold for 20 pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took Joseph
to Egypt.

Of course, the story doesn’t end here. But there is so much for us to digest without
going any further. It would be impossible to fully understand the making of Joseph or
the significance of his story without recognizing the profound factor of the Lord’s
involvement in the proceedings. Think about the coat or the robe or whatever the
garment was. Joseph didn’t wear it because he wanted to make his brothers jealous. He
wore it because he loved his father and wasn’t embarrassed at his father’s affection. It
was a symbol of something deeper in Joseph’s life. Whatever good gifts God gave him,
Joseph accepted. Joseph serves as a good example for all of us to follow. Whatever
good gifts God gives us, he gives them because he loves us and we should accept them.

The Lord was heavily involved in the making of Joseph and in the significance of his
story. God had promised the land of Canaan to Abraham but he had added, ‘Know
certainty that your descendants will be strangers in the land that is not theirs, and will
serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.” (Gen. 15:13) Then having told
Abraham that he would die before all this transpired He encouraged the patriarch by
saying, “But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete” (Gen. 15:16). Abraham at that stage was not strong
enough to take over the land and the Amorites were not bad enough to have it taken
from them. But by the time the fourth generation came along both problems would be

solved. In the meantime, the people of promise had to live somewhere and the Lord in



His wisdom chose Egypt. But God also planned a great deliverance for them which
necessitated getting them into Egypt before He could get them out. And to get them in,
He chose Joseph.

Joseph was a man who knew his worth in the Lord. That deep, inward esteem came
from an undying dream from God. Earthly adversities could not override the power of
the dream and the unmerited favor of a father. Joseph didn’t crack and cave in like so
many others. When we know and accept our worth in Christ, it changes everything.
God had a very specific plan for Joseph. God said, “Joseph you're going to be different.
You’re distinct.” God says the same thing to us today. We are different, We are distinct!

The story of Joseph serves to show how the mysterious workings of the Lord are
threaded through all the machinations and schemes of mankind. It shows that He will
ultimately triumph. It shows that His purposes will eventually prevail. Our sovereign
Lord knows what He is doing.

Il close by saying that no one deserves to find themselves in a pit. But if we are in one,
Joseph’s story reminds us that God is there with us. His one and only Son came to suffer
and die for our sake, and through that path of many hardships He rose in victory over
death and ascended to heaven, where He now rules over all the earth and that includes
the dried up cisterns and even the deepest pits. Praise God for His Word and for His
plan in our lives. Amen.



