
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church 
 

1760 Pine Hollow Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 
412-331-2863 | https://www.kenmawrchurch.org 

 

July 26, 2026 
 

Declaring God’s Grace & Demonstrating God’s Love,  
as Directed by God’s Word 

 

Great Stories from Genesis 



Welcome! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     Welcome to Ken Mawr on this Lord’s Day. Greetings to you in the name of Christ! 

Professor Tremper Longman, in his enormously helpful book, How to Read Genesis, 

says, “The plot line in the Abraham narrative has reached its appropriate resolution. The 

promised child is born! But such a reaction to the story is premature. God comes with 

yet a new demand on Abraham’s life, one that could hardly have been anticipated. God 

commands Abraham to take Isaac to Mount Moriah and sacrifice him there—the ultimate 

sacrifice. On the surface of it, this command is absurd. This child is the child of promise. 

To kill Isaac is to seemingly kill the promise. So, what’s going on? While Abraham is not 

told, we, the readers, learn from verse one that this command has a purpose and that is 

to test Abraham’s faith (22:1). As Abraham lifts the knife over his son Isaac, God stops 

him. Abraham has passed the test of faith. God knows and we too know that his faith is 

real. If God didn’t stay the hand of Abraham, he would have plunged the knife into his 

son’s body. But instead, God provides a substitute, a ram whose horns are caught in a 

thicket.” This story speaks to all generations. It encourages God’s people to wait for the 

fulfillment of his promises because nothing will separate us from his love. -Pastor Karl  

 

 Pastor ............................................................................................................ Rev. Dr. Karl McDonald 
 Commissioned Pastor ............................................................................................... Louise Schoppe 
 Office/Administrative Assistant .................................................................................. Lindsey McCue 
 Treasurer/Accountant .................................................................................................... Nancy Gilkey 
 Assistant Treasurer ............................................................................................................. Lori Ryan 
 Clerk of Session ............................................................................................................ Diane Kuffner 
 Elder of the Month  ........................................................................................................ Bucky Savatt 
 Deacons of the Month ................................................................................. Nick and Melody Coholic 
 Director of Music ...................................................................................................... Jayne McDonald 
 Vocalist ................................................................................................. Chrissy Pelzer/Lillian Rishell 
 Live Stream Tech ...................................................................................................... Cameron Brown 
 Children’s Church ..................................................................................................... Louise Schoppe 
 Nursery ..................................................................................................................... Tammy Bischak  
 Counters ................................................................................................. Tom Simchak/Tim Chimera 
 Greeters ............................................................................................................. Kathy Strand (11:00) 
 Van Driver………………………………………………………………………………… ……Tony Tresky 
 Flower Delivery ..................................................................................... Kathy Conrad/Debbie Bucek 

 

Please pray for our VBS program this week! 
For our children and youth to know God’s love more fully. 
For our volunteers to feel God’s presence and our gratitude. 



The Service of Worship 
 
 

 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME________________________________________________ 
Preparing for Worship                                                            “Bright” 
 

Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Prayer of Adoration  

 
GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD_______________________________________ 

*Hymns of Praise #317                                                     “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
 

*Prayer of Confession 
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to hide 

from you, for we have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, apart from you. We 
have turned from our neighbors and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have 
ignored the pain of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the 
oppressed. In your great mercy forgive our sinning, that we may choose your will 
and obey your commandments; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness  
 
*Congregational Response  

 
All ye who are of tender heart, forgiving others take your part. 
Sing his praises, Alleluia! Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God and on him cast your care! 
O praise him! O praise him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Let all things their Creator bless, and worship him with humbleness! 

O praise him, Alleluia! Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, three in One, 

O praise him! O praise him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
© 1998 Jonathan Gilley | CCLI #800917, #20719925 

 
Time with the Children  

Children PreK–Grade 4 are invited to children’s church and will   
rejoin their families during the last hymn. 



 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
     …Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Offering and Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn of Faith                                                                                    “Worthy Is the Lamb” 
 

Thank you for the cross, Lord. Thank you for the price you paid. 

Bearing all my sin and shame, in love you came and gave amazing grace. 

Thank you for the love, Lord. Thank you for the nail pierced hands. 

Wash me in your cleansing flow. Now all I know your forgiveness and embrace. 

 

Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown you now with many crowns, 

You reign victorious. High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. 

The treasure of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. Worthy is the Lamb. 

Worthy is the Lamb. Worthy is the Lamb.  (Repeat) 
© 2000 Hillsong Publishing.| CCLI #800917, #20719925 

 
GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED____________________________________ 
Scripture                                                                                                     Genesis 22:1-19 
 

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” 
he replied. 2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and 
go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show 
you.” 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him 
two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, 
he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up 
and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey 
while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 6 
Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and 
said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood 
are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, 
“God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them 
went on together. 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built 
an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his 
son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 



“Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to 
him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, 
your only son.” 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 
horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On 
the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham 
from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that 
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely 
bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the 
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you 
have obeyed me.” 19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together 
for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba. (NIV) 
 
Sermon                                             “The Binding of Isaac”  
 
*Statement of Faith—from Hebrews 11:8-9, 17-20 
 

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where 

he was going.  

By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign 

country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs 

with him of the same promise.  

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He 

who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and 

only son, even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that 

your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that God could 

even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive 

Isaac back from death. 

 
GO IN GOD’S NAME_____________________________________________________ 
*Sending Hymn #117                                                                      “There Is a Redeemer” 

*Benediction 
"The Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one from another." 

-Genesis 31:49 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S BENEVOLENCE:   Overland Missions.  As a team, we travel into dozens of different 
countries year-round, scouting out remote areas for the unreached and neglected people 
groups and connecting them to our long-term ministries in each nation. We build up and 
disciple teams of believers from predominantly the USA so that we can lead short-term trips to 
preach the Gospel and cultivate relationships within the nations, fulfilling the call of the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28. 

TODAY AT KMUPC                                                      July 26, 2026 
Worship Services .................................................................................................................................  8:30 and 11:00 
Sermon Chat ......................................................................................................................................................... 9:45 
Children’s Church ................................................................................................................................................ 11:00 
Illumination Station Begins ......................................................................................................................... 6:00 – 8:15 

 

THIS WEEK AT KMUPC      
Sunday – Thursday – Illumination Station .................................................................................................. 6:00 – 8:15 
Thursday         Staff Meeting ............................................................................................................................... 10:00 
                        VBS Celebration ............................................................................................................................ 8:00 
Next Sunday   Worship Services/Communion .....................................................................................  8:30 and 11:00  
                        Sermon Chat  ................................................................................................................................ 9:45   
                        Children’s Church ........................................................................................................................ 11:00 
                         
                       
LOOKING AHEAD 
August 2 – 4  Music and Worship Retreat at Camp Lambec (register at www.lambec.org) 
August 9 – Worship/Sermon Chat/Children’s Church 
August 16 – Worship/Sermon Chat/Children’s Church 
August 17 – Finance Meeting 
August 18 – Christian Education Meeting 
August 18 – Session 
August 23 – Worship/Sermon Chat/Children’s Church 
August 30 – Worship/Sermon Chat/Children’s Church 
August 30 – Middle School Picnic 5:45 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of our husband and  

father, Robert Joseck, from Ann Joseck and family. 

http://www.lambec.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember with cards and prayers… 
 

AT HOME 
 

Betty Borden – 2106 Masonic Drive Sewickley, PA 15143 

Jean Bryan – c/o Sarah Manges, 9742 Valley View Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Lovell Bryant – 108 Homer Circle, McKees Rocks, PA 15136                                                 

Dorothy Burgunder – 3927 Windgap Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15204 

Sandra Camarota – 2314 Forest Grove Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108 

Ralph Chasey– Coraopolis Towers, #818, 951 1st Ave, Coraopolis, PA 15108  

Bill Conrad – 115 Phillips Lane, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Larry Dickson – 116 Connie Park Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Joan Downs – 906 Canterbury Drive, Moon Twp., PA 15108 

Pippa Downs – 136 Marie Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Rose Ann Grannis - (Angela Schoppe’s mom) 3121 47th Street, New Brighton, PA 15066 

Peg Harcha – 189 Williams Street, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Patricia Hildebrand – 2027 McKees Rocks Rd., McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Corinne Irwin – 20 Kenridge Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Ann Joseck – 2107 Masonic Drive, Sewickley, PA  15143   

Carol Kaczmarek – 664 Magnus Lane, Coraopolis, PA 15108 

Lee Leck – 22 Rossi Dr., McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Evelyn Lieberman – 1306 Brookline Blvd., Apt. 706, Pittsburgh, PA  15226  

Alex Lugin – 34 MacArthur Way, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

George McCurdy – (Russ’ father) 1820 German Settlement Road, Ridgway, PA 15853 

Roberta Meixell – 32 Eichelberger Dr., Coraopolis, PA  15108 

Suzanne Murr – 1780 Pine Hollow Road, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Ken Parme – 31 Hodgson Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

Julia Ramsey – 1113 Mohawk Rd., R.D. #2., McDonald, PA  15057-2553 

Jeff Sammel – 145 Connie Park Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Donna Sheets – 1500 Letort Street, Apt. 910, Pittsburgh, PA  15212 

Dave Smith – 1464 Critchfield Drive, Bridgeville PA 15017 

Rob Thomas – 5049 Julia Ln., McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Ellen Tresky – 84 Thorncrest Drive, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Dorothy Triscila – 1301 Cambridge Drive, Presto, PA 15142 

Carla Winter – c/o Bob and Stacey Viviano 7405 Portpatrick Court, Wake Forest, NC  27587 

 

IN CARE AND REHABILITATION FACILITIES 
 

Elaine Crist – 125 Apple Blossom Way, Room 332, Moon Township, PA  15108 

David Gadsby – Province of Wexford, 210 Fowler Road, Room 1030, Warrendale, PA 15086 

Janet Gregory – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 222, 30 Heckel Rd., McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Loretta Osborne – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 210, 32 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Peggy Ponte – Caring Heights, Room 201, 234 Coraopolis Rd., Coraopolis, PA  15108  

Helen Sharpe – Apple Blossom Senior Care, Rm 251, 125 Apple Blossom Way, Moon Twp, PA 15108  

Virginia Shaw – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 301, 32 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

Dee Young – Heritage Valley Senior Living, Rm 110, 30 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136 

 

IN THE MILITARY 

 

LCpl Andrew Gregory - 21 Atlas Court, East Meadow, NY 11554 

Sgt. Paul McCurdy - 7436 McAuliffe Loop, Ft. Campbell, KY 42223 

Jackson Dorsey - U.S. Coast Guard Academy, 16 Mohegan Ave., Chase Hall, New London, CT 06320 

 



VBS Benevolence Offering 
Operation Christmas Child 

 
This week we will be collecting toys to help 
support Operation Christmas Child. Let’s 

demonstrate God’s love by bringing His light to 
children in need around the world. Below is a 

suggestion of toys to donate. Monetary donations 
are also welcome. 

 
soccer ball with pump 

small foam football 
hacky sack 

Uno or playing cards 
travel size games 

Matchbox cars or small trucks 
Small stuffed animals 

colored pencils or gel pens 
journal 

hair accessories 
jump rope 

small etch-a-sketch 
Play doh 

sticker books 
 

Distribution in Mexico – 
January 2026 

Photo:  Jeremy McDonald 


