“Not So Hollywood” Exodus 12:1-14

In a few moments, we will partake of the elements of the Lord’s Supper, that
represent the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whose
body was given, and whose blood was shed, as he laid down his life for the
sin of all humanity. The observance of Communion is not new to most of
us, and it should never ever get old. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
should never be received in a half-hearted, routine sort of manner. We
observe Communion because of the Last Supper that Christ had with his
disciples before his death. And although that particular meal has taken on
greater meaning, there was really nothing unusual about the meal itself. The
supper was shared at a time when all Jews were to observe the Passover,
which God had commanded them to do when their ancestors left Egypt
hundreds of years earlier.

The Lord’s Passover was and is a religious act commanded by God that
foreshadows the Lord’s Supper. It was initiated on a night of terrible
judgment in the land of Egypt. It was not a made-for-Hollywood kind of
scene because Cecil B. Demille gave it very little screen time in The Ten
Commandments. But there are some very relevant and meaningful truths
from this meal and from this passage that I want to explore with you today.

The Lord spoke by Moses and Aaron, and said, “This month is to be for you
the first month, the first month of your year.” Right in the middle of the year,
God gives them a new beginning. I like that. The relevance of this new
month, of course, has to do with their deliverance and salvation, because it
doesn’t matter whether it’s September or March or June. When we seek the
Lord’s forgiveness for our sin and the blood of Jesus takes effect in our lives
that is also the first moment of a brand-new life! We should realize that
God is the God of new beginnings—always has been and always will be!
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As we move on in the Scripture, though, there is much substance contained
in these verses. This passage reveals that for the first ten days, they were to
do nothing. Just prepare themselves mentally, and inwardly, for what was
about to happen. Judgment was going to fall and only those who had
applied the blood of a lamb to their doorframes would escape.

The process of the preparation and partaking of the Passover lamb is dealt
with in great detail here in chapter 12. There are five specific “NOT SO

HOLLYWOOD?” things I want us to notice that Moses and Aaron are
supposed to tell the whole community of Israel:

1. THEY WERE TOLD TO KILL THE LAMB AT TWILIGHT. This was a
preparatory action pointing to the death of Christ. As far as it relates to us,
the Lamb has already been slain for us. The sacrifice was made—God’s Son
is crucified for the sin of the whole world.

2. THEY WERE TOLD TO APPLY THE BLOOD TO THE DOORPOSTS.
The blood went on the sides of the door and the “lintel” or the horizontal
crossbeam at the top of the door. This was an act of contrition. Like lamb’s
blood, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses our hearts by faith, and we are set
free from the judgment and wrath of God which is coming upon the world.
The blood must be on the doorframe of our heart for any of us to escape.

3. THEY WERE TOLD TO STAY IN THE HOUSE. Later in this chapter,
verse 22 says, “None of you shall go out of the door of your house until
morning.”” That suggests we are to stay in the house of God. We are to stay
in fellowship with God and with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We are to
remain in the house. We all need this spiritual home, this house of God, for
it’s a place of sustaining grace, of power and prayer, of exhortation and
encouragement. We all need to stay in the house!

4. THEY WERE TOLD TO EAT THE LAMB. This is extremely important,
especially as it relates to Christ and the Church. We are not only to ask
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forgiveness, and have the blood applied, and receive God’s grace, but we are
to continue to partake of the Lamb. It is also very interesting to me that none
of the lamb was to be wasted. Nothing was to be kept until morning. We
must consume Christ, eat and partake of his substance faithfully and not let
any of him go to waste! But notice this fifth and final thing...

5.1F THE LAMB WAS TOO MUCH FOR ONE HOUSE TO CONSUME,
THEY WERE TO CALL THEIR NEAREST NEIGHBOR INTO THE
HOUSE AND SHARE THE LAMB. That’s a call for us, as well. Jesus
Christ, Who is the Lamb of God, is so vast and so great and so eternally
enormous, that we are to call our neighbors to share the slain Lamb with
them, the atoning and redeeming sacrifice for all humankind!

When we look in the New Testament, we see that Jesus came to the Jews
first, “to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him” (John
1:12). He came to the house of Israel and then by his apostles he was shared
with the Gentiles. We can see that there is no need for another sacrifice to be
made. In Exodus 12 verses 3 & 4 it says that if the lamb 1s too large for one
house to consume, then the household invites others to share the lamb!

When God’s Lamb was slain, he was so vast and so large, that God did
more than call all of Israel together. God called together all the nations of
the world to come to his Table of Grace and partake of the Lamb that was
slain from the foundation of the world! And the invitation still stands today!

Whoever will come and eat, partake in and feast on the Lamb of God,
will taste the goodness of God. And I believe that more and more people
will, if we obey God’s command to invite our neighbors into God’s house!

Three Englishmen and three Irishmen are traveling together by train to a big
conference. Before boarding the three Englishmen each buy a ticket. To their
surprise, the three Irishmen buy only one ticket between the three of them.
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“How are you all going to travel on a single ticket?”” asks one Englishman.
“You’ll see,” says one of the Irishmen with a wink. Shortly after the train
departs, the conductor starts checking tickets down the aisle. The three
Irishmen quickly pile into the small bathroom together. The conductor
knocks on the door, and a single hand slides out holding the one ticket.
The conductor punches it, says “Thank you” and moves on.

Impressed by this clever trick, on the way back home the three Englishmen
decide to save their money. They buy only one ticket for themselves. They
look around for the Irishmen but notice the Irishmen haven’t bought any
tickets at all! “How are you going to travel with no tickets?”” asks a baffled
Englishman. “You’ll see,” says an Irishman. The train gets moving, and
soon they hear the conductor coming. The three Englishmen quickly cram
into one bathroom. Moments later, one of the Irishmen walks up to the
bathroom door, knocks on it, and says, “Ticket, please!”

The Lord’s Passover is our “ticket” to God’s deliverance! The Lord’s
Passover foreshadows the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
Lamb of God, and therefore it foreshadows the Lord’s Supper. The invitation
to participate in this meal is open to all who put their trust in the name of
Jesus Christ. I invite you to come to his table this morning...

This Exodus story is a defining moment in the life of ancient Israel. From
this point onward, for thousands of generations, those who attach themselves
to this small band of Hebrew slaves, either by ethnicity as Jews or by faith
commitments as Christian believers, will breathe a single phrase that offers
hope and salvation: It is the Lord’s Passover.

It’s not anything like a Hollywood scene, but rather a God-centered,
family-focused, grace-filled scene that cements for all who participate in the
Lord’s Passover, or the Lord’s Supper, the eternal significance of God’s
salvation and God’s deliverance by a Lamb that was slain for us.
Hallelujah! Amen.



